Neuromotor dysfunction in early psychosis.
Neuromotor dysfunction, particularly extrapyramidal signs and symptoms (EPSS), plays an important role in the assessment and treatment of patients in the early stages of psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia. By blocking dopamine D2 receptors, antipsychotic medications can produce EPSS, including tardive dyskinesia. EPSS is also observed in a third or more of patients first presenting with a psychotic disorder, prior to initiation of antipsychotic pharmacotherapy. This suggests that abnormalities in neuromotor control may be an integral component of the brain mechanisms associated with psychosis. Atypical antipsychotic agents can alleviate psychosis without inducing EPSS. Preexisting EPSS may be corrected.